
SnapRead!
Henry was a boy who was not big and not small. He 
went to a school with lots of kids. 

His friend Jake asked, "Henry, what is up at your 
house?" Henry did not want to talk. 

In geography class, the kids laughed at the maps 
because maps did not work in Circletown. Miss 
Hambrake was late for school every day because 
the roads twisted and turned. 

At lunch, Henry ate just a little. He drank some milk. 
He was a picky eater. School was a safe place, but 
home had grown strange. 

Henry’s dad left two weeks ago. His mom, Dr. 
Baker, did not say a word about it. Before his dad 
left, home felt like school. In the mornings, Henry’s 
dad would play tricks with jam. He would add some 
jam to Henry’s bread when he was not looking. His 
dad smiled and Henry felt glad. Now, it was just 
Henry and his mom. 

One morning, Dr. Baker said, "Henry, school ends 
soon. I must work. I have found a friend to take care 
of you." Henry was curious.

A girl came to help. She was tall.

"This is Corey Turnbridge” said Henry’s mom. 

“Hi! I thought I’d walk Henry to school. It’s on the 
way for me.” 
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SnapRead!
Henry walked to school with Corey. She was a teen, 
but still a girl. She did not talk much as they walked 
under the tall green trees.

Corey came to Henry’s house early. They had time 
before school, so they walked slowly. The town had 
big and small houses and twisty streets.

Henry said, “You smell like a pool.” Corey laughed. 
“I had swim class at five this morning.” Henry was 
happy to meet a girl who did sports.

“I’m hungry,” Corey said. She turned down a side 
street. Soon, they reached Mound Street. Corey 
opened the door to a shop. It was called Jet Coffee.

The cafe smelled like wood and coffee. Corey took 
Henry to meet her boss, Maru-sensei. He let Corey 
show Henry how to make rice balls. They wrapped 
rice in salty seaweed and put a plum in each one.

Then Maru-sensei made “coffee milk” for them. It 
was warm and sweet.

They walked to school and drank their coffee milk. 
Corey said, “Tomorrow we can make soup.”

Henry gave her his rice ball but tried a small bite. It 
was soft, sweet, and salty.

At school, Jake asked, “Who was that girl?” 

Henry said, “That’s Corey.”
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SnapRead!
Summer break was near.

For weeks, Henry drank warm milk with a bit of 
coffee and ate small rice balls with Corey. He was 
trying new foods at Jet Coffee. 

Henry found a small black and white cat on his way 
home from school. He gave it a piece of his rice ball 
to eat and took her home. Dr. Baker was surprised.

"What about the name Bell?” she asked. Henry said, 
“OK. Bell.”

On a sunny day, Henry walked into town square. 
Some men walked out of court with the cops. These 
men were from jail. Henry was interested.

One man said to Henry, "What’re you looking at? 
This isn’t a children’s menu."

Henry felt cold. Jake warned him that the man, Mark 
Turnbridge, was trouble.

The next day Corey came. At Jet Coffee, Corey and 
Maru-sensei were making pickles. Henry helped 
watch a big pot.

The café door burst open. A tall man in a red cap 
stood there. It was Corey’s dad. He told her to leave 
with him. Corey said, “No. This is my place.”

He grabbed her arm, but she pulled back. He tried to 
hit Maru-sensei, but Corey moved fast. She tripped 
him and hit his nose. He fell hard.
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SnapRead!
Corey lived with Henry and his mom. Eventually, 
Corey told Henry about her own mom. She left 
when Corey was little. 

“We walked out of town. Mom saw a long road by 
the stream and told me to wait. She did not come 
back," Corey said.

The next hot day Corey said, “It’s a good time to go 
wild swimming at Sugar Creek.” They picked up 
Jake and walked through the woods to the water. 
Henry stayed near the bank while Corey swam.

Henry saw two men. They were the Turnbridges. 
Corey’s dad and his brother laughed at the boys. 
Henry and Jake swam fast to find Corey. They 
used all their might. 

They reached her and told her about the men. 
Corey said they should head to Henry’s house. At a 
fork in the path, Henry saw his cat Bell on the right 
trail and ran that way.

The men’s voices grew close. The three kids hid by 
a big tree and listened. Then the voices went quiet. 
Corey, Jake, and Henry ran in the rain and hoped 
the path led to Henry’s house. 

They reached Henry’s back door. They were 
muddy. Mom gave them dry towels while Jake told 
the story.

Outside, thunder shook the house, but inside they 
were safe.
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SnapRead!
Dr. Baker called the cops. Maru-Sensei came, too. 

Henry ran to see his cat, Bell. Bell was on his bed. 
Henry patted her. He saw mud on the floor. Did 
Bell bring in the mud?

Maru-Sensei made them all warm drinks. Dr. Baker 
did not like strong coffee drinks for children, so he 
made mild ones. Maru-sensei said children in 
Japan sip a light drink that does not hurt them. He 
said that he was now set to make a new children’s 
menu at Jet Coffee. Henry was his test boy. 

Soon two cops came. They said Corey’s brother, 
Mark, was out of jail. If he hurt Corey, he would go 
back to jail. They looked for Mark and Corey’s dad. 
They were not found.

The State Police said Corey's dad had stolen cars 
all over Indiana. The officers had maps of the town 
and came to help. But the town cops just smiled. 
They knew maps did not work in Circletown.

When fall came, Henry and Jake got set for school. 
They got new clothes. Henry got a new glove to 
play ball. 

Henry asked Corey to stay with him and his mom, 
and she said yes. 

Years went by. The Turnbridge men were gone for 
good.

Circletown was a strange town.
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